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RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 



Mail Stop AMENDMENT 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Applicant hereby responds to the Office Action mailed December 9, 2004 in relation 
to the above-identified patent application. In that Office Action, the Examiner rejected 
Claims 1, 2, 6, 13 and 14 under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) as being anticipated by the Farmer (sic) 
reference. Additionally, the Examiner rejected Claims 5, 7, 8, 11, 12 and 17-19 under 35 
U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over the combination of the Farner and EP'612 
references. Further, Claims 3 and 15 were rejected under Section 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the combination of the Farner and De Varney references, with Claim 10 
being rejected under Section 103(a) as being unpatentable over the combination of the Farner 
and Waters references. Finally, Claims 14 and 16 were rejected under Section 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over the combination of the Farner and EP'855 references, with Claim 9 
being rejected under Section 103(a) as being unpatentable over the combination of the 
Farner, EP'612 and EP'476 references. 

Applicant was unable to locate De Varney reference from the USPTO web site. In 
the Notice of References Cited document this particular reference is identified as De Vaney 
rather than De Varney, and assigned Patent No. 225,737. However, Patent No. 225,737 
identifies Wagner and Friedrich as the inventors. 
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